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Whew! Itõs FINALLY December!  After an-

other extraordinary year of  wild weather 

swings and excessive moisture, I imagine you 

are taking a much needed rest, thankful that 

the gardening season is at a close.  Youõve 

probably put away the work boots and 

propped your feet up to enjoy the quiet soli-

tude of  winter, right?     

Donõt be alarmed, but there may still be one small thing you 

might want to do yet this year before you completely relax.  

Now, hear me out before you jump to conclusions.  Iõm NOT 

talking about the typical end of year garden work like raking 

leaves, cutting back perennials, pruning trees and shrubs, mulch-

ing or general sprucing upñthough, I must admit that this isnõt a 

bad suggestion.  

 

Okay, hereõs a hint:  the holidays are coming.  If you are truly a 

dedicated and fanatical gardener, this is the perfect time of year 

to consider giving a family member, friend or trusted colleague a 

gift that will bring them year round joy and happiness.  How 

about a native plant gift instead of the same old gifts they receive 

each year. 

 

Itõs true that giving a plant as a holiday gift may require some 

work, but with a little careful undercover stealth work, you will 

be able to surprise your unsuspecting recipient with a very per-

sonal gift, one that will keep on giving for years to come. 

 

Unlike the typical holiday gift, youõre going to need to investigate 

the garden conditions of your unsuspecting recipient to discover 

what plant might be most appropriate.  It goes without saying 

that the plant you give them should be adapted to their garden 

and integrate harmoniously with the overall design of their land-

scape.   
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Winter time at Mt. Cuba Centerôs Formal 

Garden.   

Large shrubs can make great specimens or 

add to borders along the property edge.  

This fringe tree is beautiful in any garden. 


