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2011 Sunny Border FALL Docent Warm-up  

Notes from Gregg Tepper, Woods Path Horticulturist 

Garden Area: WOODS PATH SUNNY BORDER 

Intent of Area: THE SUNNY BORDER WAS ORIGINALLY CREATED TO FEATURE PLANTS THAT 

BLOOM IN THE LATE SUMMER TO EARLY FALL AND ARE EASY TO GROW.  IT HAS EVOLVED 

TO FEATURE NOT ONLY THOSE TYPES OF PLANTS BUT ALSO FEATURE THEM IN A  MORE 

TYPICAL PERENNIAL BORDER SETTING.  THROUGH DOCENT INTERPRETATION, OUR 

GUESTS CAN EXPERIENCE AND GAIN KNOWLEDGE FIRST HAND ABOUT THE MOST EFFEC-

TIVE NATIVE PLANTS FOR A TRADITIONAL STYLE BORDER IN THEIR OWN LANDSCAPE. 

Maintenance: THE SUNNY BORDER REQUIRES THE SAME MAINTENANCE THAT A TYPICAL 

PERENNIAL BORDER WOULD HOWEVER INSTEAD OF HARDWOOD MULCH  LEAF MULCH 

AND SHREDDED PLANT MATERIAL IS USED, INSTEAD OF CHEMICALS TO KILL INSECTS, IN-

TEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT IS APPLIED AND BLOOM TIMES CAN BE MANIPULATED 

THROUGH SUPPRESSION CUT-BACKS.  OFTEN MANY OF THE BLOOMSTALKS THAT HAVE 

GONE TO SEED ARE ALLOWED TO REMAIN TO ATTRACT AND FEED A VARIETY OF BIRDS. 

Plant Picture 

Latin Name:  Apios americana  

Common Name: groundnut 

Plant type, height: Perennial vine, 6-10’ 

Time of bloom: Late August to early Sepetmber 

Growing requirements: Acidic, highly-organic, moist soil, sun 

Plant Picture 

 

Latin Name:  Symphyotrichum novae-angliae ’Chilly Winds’  

Common Name: New England aster 

Plant type, height: Perennial, 24—36” depending on if it’s cut back 

Time of bloom: September 

Growing requirements: Slightly acidic, moist, well-drained soil, sun to part 
sun 

Latin Name:  Symphyotrichum novae-angliae ’Honeysong Pink’  

Common Name: New England aster 

Plant type, height: Perennial, 24-36”, depending on if it’s cut back 

Time of bloom: September 

Growing requirements: Slightly acidic, moist, well-drained soil, sun to part 
sun 
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2011 Sunny Border FALL Docent Warm-up  

Notes from Gregg Tepper, Woods Path Horticulturist 

Latin Name:  Symphyotrichum novae-angliae ’Lachsglut’ (salmon glow) 

Common Name: New England aster 

Plant type, height: Perennial, 24-36” depending on if it’s cut back 

Time of bloom: September 

Growing requirements: Slightly acidic, moist, well-drained soil, sun/part sun 

 

Latin Name:  ×Gordlinia grandiflora (hybrid of Gordonia and Franklinia) 

Common Name: Gordlinia  

Plant type, height: Tree, 20-30’ 

Time of bloom: September to early October 

Growing requirements: Acidic, moist, well-drained soil, in sun 

Latin Name:  Symphyotrichum oblongifolium ’October Skies’  

Common Name: aromatic aster 

Plant type, height: Perennial, 10—14”, depending on if it’s cut back 

Time of bloom: September  

Growing requirements: Slightly acidic, well-drained soil, sun/part shade 

Latin Name:  Symphyotrichum georgianum ’Purple Haze’  

Common Name: Georgia aster 

Plant type, height: Perennial, 12—20”, depending on if it’s cut back 

Time of bloom: October and November  

Growing requirements: Average to poor, well-drained soil, full sun 

Latin Name:  Physocarpus opulifolius ’Coppertina’ ™  

Common Name: common ninebark 

Plant type, height: Shrub, 4—6’ depending on how it is pruned 

Time of bloom: April and fall color comes in October 

Growing requirements: Adaptable, well-drained soil, sun/part shade 
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2011 Sunny Border FALL Docent Warm-up  

Notes from Gregg Tepper, Woods Path Horticulturist 

Latin Name:  Silphium simpsonii 

Common Name: Simpson’s rosinweed 

Plant type, height: Perennial, 36-48”, requires little to no staking 

Time of bloom: Late May to November 

Growing requirements: Average, well-drained soil, full sun 

 

Latin Name:  Rudbeckia heliopsidis  

Common Name: sunfacing coneflower 

Plant type, height: Perennial , 24-48”, requires staking 

Time of bloom: late August to September  

Growing requirements: Slightly acidic,  wet to moist soil, full to part sun  

Latin Name:  Coreopsis tripteris  

Common Name: tall tickseed 

Plant type, height: Perennial, 4-7’, depending on if it’s cut back 

Time of bloom: late August to September  

Growing requirements: Acidic, moist to dry, well-drained soil, full sun 

Latin Name:  Lobelia cardinalis  

Common Name: Cardinal flower 

Plant type, height: Perennial, 24-36”, depending on if it's cut back 

Time of bloom: late August to early September 

Growing requirements: Adaptable, moist,  well-drained soil, sun or shade 

Latin Name:  Chelone lyonii ’Hot Lips’  

Common Name: Lyon’s turtlehead 

Plant type, height: Perennial, 24-36”, does not cut back effectively 

Time of bloom: April and May  

Growing requirements: Adaptable, sun or deep shade 
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2011 Sunny Border FALL Docent Warm-up  

Notes from Gregg Tepper, Woods Path Horticulturist 

Latin Name:  Polymnia canadensis 

Common Name: white-flower leafcup 

Plant type, height: Perennial, 36-48”, requires staking in the garden 

Time of bloom: Late May to November 

Growing requirements: Average, well-drained soil, full sun 

 

Latin Name:  Amsonia hubrichtii  

Common Name: Hubricht’s bluestar 

Plant type, height: Perennial , 24-36”, can be effectively cut back  

Time of bloom: April, and yellow fall color in September  

Growing requirements: Average to dry rather poor soil, full sun  
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