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Meadow Fall Warm Up Notes 
Dave Korbonits, Mt. Cuba Center, September 13, 2011 

Schizachyrium scoparium little bluestem  

 
2ô-5ô tall, needs full sun, best in well drained soils, blue-green 

to green color, with red-wine tones in spring and fall,  great 

fall color. 

Andropogon virginicus   broom sedge  
3ô-5ô tall, a little more soil and shade tolerant than little 

bluestem, commonly seen reddish-tan clumps on roadsides,  

great fall color. 

Andropogon gerardii    big bluestem  
6ô tall, nice big clumps, can have blue-green cast, unusual seed    

Sorghastrum nutans   yellow Indian grass  
6ô tall, can be an aggressive spreader, beautiful seed heads 

catch a lot of attention. 
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Sporobolus heterolepis  prairie dropseed  
up to 3ô across, 18ò tall as a grass clump, 3ô tall with the flow-

er stalk, likes sunny dry sites, nice transition colors and fall 

colors. 

Eragrostis spectabilis  love grass  
10ò tall plant, 20ò tall with flowers. Coarse grass clump with 

a long lasting inflorescence and seed head. 

 

 

Deschampsia cespitosa  tufted hair grass  
2ô tall by 3ôwide, native cool season grass, a great grass for 

transition into the shade. 

Muhlenbergia capillaris   hair awn muhly  
 

3ô tall, probably the most showy ornamental  native grass, nice 

wiry grass clump, fabulous inflorescence, fall bloom 
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Photo 1 
Chrysopsis mariana Maryland golden-aster  
Up to 2ô tall, blooms in mid-August through September, 

sometimes longer, prefers well drained soil, native to sandy  

soil and dry habitats, a nice garden perennial, rich green foli-

age, lives about 5-6 years, plan to reseed. 

Vernonia noveboracensis  New York ironweed  
6ô-7ô tall, blooms most of September, native to low wet areas, 

but does well in drier areas,  saturated violet color, and a 

good butterfly attractor.  See also broad ïleaf  ironweed 

(Vernonia glauca) , narrow- leaf  ironweed (Vernonia angusti-

folia), and Plum Peachy  narrow- leaf  ironweed  (Vernonia  

angustifolia óPlum Peachyô). 

 

 

 

Rudbeckia fulgida   black-eyed Susan  
3ôtall, blooms in late August to mid-October, a good clump-

forming  perennial and butterfly host plant, attracts many 

pollinators, black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta)ð1ô to 3ô tall, 

blooming from late June through  July, considered an annual 

or biennial, fast spreading by seed.  Rudbeckia species sup-

Symphyotrichum novae-angliae  New England aster  
Up to 5ô tall, blooms in September into October, prefers 

moist soils, one of the earliest asters to bloom, cultivars offer 

many color choices, long-lived and tough. 
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