
Garden Area:  Pond Garden 

Overall Display Goal:   In the 1960ôs the Copeland's acquired woodlot and meadow.  Mrs. 

Copeland observed native wildlings which led to the opportunity to develop a naturalistic gar-

den.  A sequence of four ponds descending through a natural swale at the heart of the garden 

was implemented with the desire to grow plants that needed wet feet.  Marian Coffinôs concept 

of sweeps of individual varieties of plant material was incorporated.  The bogs were created in 

1990 and then renovated in 2005 and 2006. 

Size of Area:  Aproximately 3 acres 

Hardscape of Significance:  The gazebo came from a family member of Mr. Copeland's and 

was place by the pond in order to view the meadow and to informally entertain family and 

friends.  The whimsical Airedale mailbox was a gift from a cherished grandchild.  Mrs. 

Copeland would keep materials for her use while in the garden such as ribbon to tag trees, la-

bels, note pad, bug spray and wildflower field guide.  Mr. Copeland had the boat brought in to 

teach the grand children how to fish.  He stocked the pond with sun fish and large mouth bass.  

As leaves drop into the pond in fall, the tannins from the leaves ñstainò the water nearly black.  

This adds to the reflective qualities of trees and sky. 

Maintenance:  The ponds are drained and cleaned of leaves annually; usually in February an 

March to keep level of debris down and looking attractive.  Paths are replaced with fresh wood 

chips annually; usually in March.  Most pruning is done in winter and herbaceous stalks cut 

back before April. 
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Aconitum uncinatum    climbing monkshood 

Plant Type: Perennial 

Height: 3-уΩ 

Flowering Period: Mid-Fall 

Flower Color: Purple 

Sun/Shade Conditions: Partial-Shade 

Chelone glabra     turtlehead 

Type: Perennial 

Height: 2-пΩ 

Flowering Period:  

Flower Color: White 

Sun/Shade Conditions: Full-Sun, Partial-Shade 

Soil Moisture: Moist, Wet 
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Clethra alnifolia   summer sweet clethra 
Plant Type: Shrub 
Height: 5-уΩ 
Flowering Period: Mid-Summer 
Flower Color: White 
Fall Foliage Color: Yellow 
Sun/Shade Conditions: Full-Sun, Filtered-Shade, Partial-Shade 
Soil Moisture: Dry, Average, Moist, Wet 
Soil pH: Acidic 
Soil Type: Loamy, Humus-rich, Boggy 
Pond Location: 3rd Pond edge Gazebo Path and Pond Path 

Chelone obliqua   purple turtlehead   
Plant Type: Perennial 
Height: 2-оΩ 
Flowering Period:  
Flower Color: Deep pink 
Sun/Shade Conditions: Full-Sun, Partial-Shade 
Soil Moisture: Moist, Wet 
Soil pH: Adaptable 
Soil Type:  rich loamy 
Pond Location: 4th Pond 

Conoclinium coelestinum  mistflower 
Plant Type: Perennial 
Height: 2-оΩ 
Flowering Period: Early-Fall, Mid-Fall, Late-Fall 
Flower Color: Blue 
Sun/Shade Conditions: Full-Sun, Partial-Shade 
Soil Moisture: Moist 
Soil pH: Adaptable 
Soil Type: Loamy 
Pond Location: Meadow Path 

Eupatorium perfoliatum  common boneset 
Plant Type: Perennial 
Height: 3-пΩ 
Flowering Period: Late-Summer, Early-Fall 
Flower Color: White 
Sun/Shade Conditions:  
Soil Moisture: Moist, Wet  
Soil pH:  
Soil Type: Loamy, clay 
Pond Location: 3rd Pond edge across from gazebo 

Eurybia divaricata  white wood aster 

Plant Type: Perennial 
Height: 1-нΦрΩ 
Flowering Period: Late-Summer, Early-Fall 
Flower Color: White 
Sun/Shade Conditions: Partial-Shade, Shade 
Soil Moisture: Average 
Soil pH: Adaptable 
Soil Type: Loamy, Humus-rich 
Pond Location: Lower Pond Path, 4th Pond area 7 
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Fothergilla gardenii  dwarf fothergilla 
Plant Type: Shrub 
Flowering Period: Mid-Spring 
Flower Color: White 
Fall Foliage Color: Orange, Red, Yellow 
Sun/Shade Conditions: Full-Sun, Filtered-Shade 
Soil Moisture: Average, Moist 
Soil pH: Acidic 
Soil Type: Loamy, Clay, Humus-rich 
Pond Location: Near gazebo 

Helianthus verticillatus  whorled sunflower 
IŜƛƎƘǘΥ мнΩ 
Plant Type: Perennial 
Flowering Period: September ςOctober 
Flower Color: Yellow 
Sun/Shade Conditions: Full Sun 
Soil Moisture: Moist, Wet 
Soil pH: Adaptable 
Soil Type: Sandy, Loam, Clay 
Pond Location: Across from gazebo 

Ilex verticillata Ψ²ƛƴǘŜǊ wŜŘΩ            ²ƛƴǘŜǊ wŜŘ ǿƛƴǘŜǊōŜǊǊȅ Ƙƻƭƭȅ 
Plant Type: Shrub 
Height: 6-уΩ 
Flowering Period: Late-Spring 
Flower Color: Green 
Fruit Color: Red 
Sun/Shade Conditions: Full-Sun, Filtered-Shade 
Soil Moisture: Dry, Average, Moist, Wet 
Soil pH: Acidic, Adaptable 
Soil Type: Loamy,  Clay, Humus-rich 
Pond Location: 4th Pond area and Meadow Path 

Gentiana clausa   closed bottle gentian 
Plant Type: Perennial 
Height: 
Flowering Period: August-September 
Flower Color: Purple 
Sun/Shade Conditions: Full-Sun, Filtered-Shade 
Soil Moisture: Average, Moist 
Soil pH: Alkaline 
Soil Type: Loamy, Clay 
Pond Location: Bog, along 4th rill below bridge, near gazebo 
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Lobelia cardinalis  cardinal flower 
Height: 1-оΩ 
Plant Type: Perennial 
Flower Color: Red 
Sun/Shade Conditions: Full-Sun, Filtered-Shade 
Soil Moisture: Average, Moist 
Soil pH: Adaptable 
Soil Type: Loamy, Humus-rich 
Pond Location: 1st Pond 

Lobelia siphilitica   great blue lobelia 
Height: 1-оΩ 
Plant Type: Perennial 
Flowering Period: Late-Summer 
Flower Color: Blue, Purple 
Sun/Shade Conditions: Filtered-Shade, Partial-Shade, Shade 
Soil Moisture: Average, Moist 
Soil pH: Acidic, Adaptable 
Soil Type: Loamy, Clay 
Pond Location: 4th Pond, along 4th rill below bridge 

Rhexia virginica   Virginia meadow beauty 
Plant Type: Perennial 
Height: 1-нΩ 
Flowering Period: Mid-Summer, Late-Summer 
Flower Color: Pink 
Sun/Shade Conditions: Full-Sun, Filtered-Shade 
Soil Moisture: Average, Moist 
Soil pH: Acidic, Adaptable 
Soil Type: Loamy, Humus-rich, Boggy 
Pond Location: Bog 
 

Rhexia mariana var. mariana  Maryland meadow beauty 
Plant Type: Perennial 
Height: 1-нΩ 
Flowering Period: Julyς August 
Flower Color: Pink 
Sun/Shade Conditions: Full Sun 
Soil Moisture: Wet 
Soil pH: Acidic 
Soil Type: Sandy, Boggy 
Pond Location: Bog 

Ludwigia alternifolia  seedbox 
Plant Type: Perennial 
Height: 2-оΩ 
Flowering Period: June-August 
Flower Color: Yellow 
Fruit: brown box-like capsule 
Sun/Shade Conditions: Full-Sun, Partial-Shade 
Soil Moisture: Moist, Wet 
Soil pH: Acidic, Adaptable 
Pond Location: Bog 
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